
To The Hilt:  This pitch has been climbed in
one continuous, 45 metre push from the belay
on top of the Split Pillar.  Eliminating the rest at
the Sword belay pumps the grade to 5.12d.

                            (Peter Croft-88)

44. The Free      
Grand  5.13b
bolts + gear for Grand Wall (16 pitches)
Using a number of difficult variations to the
original line, it is possible to climb the
Grand Wall completely free from base-to-
summit.  The final few points of aid were
eliminated by a visiting American in the
summer of 2000.  The key was the ninth
pitch (The Chief), a horrendously steep
slab that had thwarted efforts for years and
avoided the obligatory A0 ladder atop the
Sword. The prerequisites for a repeat seem
to be excellent crack stamina and technical
mastery at slabby granite boulder problems.

pitch 1-5 Climb Apron Strings and Mercy
Me to the belay at the base of the Left Side.
pitch 6-7 (12a/b, 10b) Climb directly above
the anchor until possible to boulder past a
bolt, rightward to the base of the Split Pillar.
This short pitch avoids the brief, A0 ladder
to the right. Continue up the Split Pillar.
pitch 8 (13a) Climb To The Hilt but finish
with a difficult mantle at the end of the arch
past a bolt.  This gains a hands-free stance
and a belay on the wall above the overlap.
pitch 9: The Chief (13b) Climb a short,
extremely bouldery slab (V6?) leftward to
the top of the A0 bolt ladder on the Sword.
pitch 10-16 Finish up the Grand Wall and
complete the ascent via the Roman
Chimneys.
              (Scott Cosgrove, Annie Overlin-00)

45. The Left  . . . .    
Side  5.12a
gear from RPs to 4” (40m)  This spectacular
pitch takes the awesome crack that forms
the left boundary of the detachment of the
Split Pillar.  It is a stunning line that starts
with tricky face climbing to a thin corner
before the main crack is reached.  From
here, the splitter slowly widens from fingers
to hands (the crux).  The offwidth above is
easier but runout if wide cams are not
available.  From the belay at the top, it is
possible to make an exposed 5.9 traverse
right to the top of the Split Pillar.
                         (Nick Taylor, Peter Peart-75)

46. The Grinning . . .   
Weasel 5.11b
gear from 3” down to fingers (25m)  This
pitch is an exhilarating, arching  corner
crack that continues above the anchor on
top of the Left Side. It makes an excellent
continuation to that climb and presently
sports a fixed rappel anchor where the free
climbing ends.  An aid climb continues
above.      (Peter Croft, Greg Foweraker-82)

The Grand Wall

42. The Grand . . . . . . . .      
Wall 5.11a, A0
gear to 4”, double up on cams 3”-3½” for the Pillar  (8 pitches)
The Grand Wall is a world class climb with exceptional
exposure.  Clean sweeps of perfect granite drop below your feet
as you pump your way up the steep corners.  This climb is a
must-do for those with the prerequisite experience.

The easiest approach to the Split Pillar combines the Flake
Escape Ledges and  Mercy Me.  Two other popular variations
exist.  The first is to climb Apron Strings into Mercy Me, avoiding
the Flake Escape Ledges, and the second uses Apron Strings
to access Cruel Shoes, which continues to the Split Pillar.

pitch 1  (5.8) Traverse out the Flake Escape Ledges then climb
the first, runout dyke pitch on Mercy Me.
pitch 2  (5.9) Start up the second pitch of Mercy Me.  At the
second bolt, traverse horizontally right past another bolt to a
flake.  Climb to its top then make a difficult traverse rightward to
a chain anchor under the roof.
pitch 3 (10b, A0) Continue traversing horizontally across the
wall. Climb down past bolts then up an exposed flake.  Either
belay here at the base of the Left Side or continue up a short
bolt ladder (A0) to the base of the Split Pillar and belay.
pitch 4: The Split Pillar (10b) It’s not hard to spot the line here.
Layback and jam this incredible crack to a perfect belay ledge at
the top.  Save some medium protection for the upper section.
pitch 5: The Sword (11a, A0) A wide layback crack above the
anchor quickly leads to a thin section of fingertip moves and a
crux pulling onto a small ledge.  From there, step left out of the
corner by a bolt to an extremely exposed position on the face.
Climb cracks and flakes until forced back right into the corner
then powerfully layback to a chain anchor.  Don’t stop here,
continue up the long bolt ladder above to a better belay stance.
pitch 6: Perry’s Layback (11a) Face climb leftward to the wide
arch.  Very strenuous laybacking past many bolts ends with an
innovative chimney rest at the top of the crack.  Belay on the
huge ledge, The Flats.  The exposure now drops considerably.
pitch 7 (5.10a) Traverse to the right end of the ledge then face
climb past bolts to a high, horizontal break.  Move left along the
break then surmount the bulge.  Bolted face climbing above
leads rightward to a reachy crux past the last bolt.  Use long
slings to reduce rope drag. Belay on the ledge above by a tree.
Note: A left variation leaves this pitch midway up (5.10c) and a
right variation traverses over to a short corner(5.10a).
pitch 8 (10c) Climb a tree then up into a strenuous undercling.
Traverse right then up and back left to a short corner move that
accesses Bellygood Ledge and a well deserved rest.  For those
with energy to burn, continue up the Roman Chimneys.
Otherwise it is now possible to traverse off the wall via a very
exposed ledge system.  It’s called Bellygood Ledge for a reason.
Leave the rope on and use the sparse bolts for protection until
the forest is reached at the far end.  Follow trails down over
slabs to a short fixed rope and the tourist trail to the camp-
ground.                         (FA: Jim Baldwin, Ed Cooper-61, FFA:
Mercy Me/Pillar-Dave Loeks, W. Putnam-75, Split Pillar-Eric
Weinstein, Daryl Hatten-75, Sword-Peter Croft, Greg
Foweraker-81, Perry’s Layback-Perry Beckham, Jan Daly-82,
Flats to Bellygood-Peter Croft, Greg Foweraker-81)

43. The Underfling  5.12c . . . . .    
bolts + cams to 2½”(15m) This pitch takes the dramatic, right-
facing arch which is the continuation of the Sword corner.  From
the chain belay at the base of the bolt ladder on top of the

Sword, pull back right into the corner and undercling
with desperation to a station at the end of the arch.
The exposure is awesome.  Some medium camming
devices might come in handy.

                 (Dave Lane, Bob Allison-87)

The Chief - The West Face
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